The impact of congenital esophageal atresia on the family functioning.
Most of the research in the field of esophageal atresia (EA) is focused on diagnostic problems and surgery. There is scarce literature addressing the impact of EA on the lives of families of patients. The aim of this paper is to investigate whether the presence of underlying associated malformations, disease-specific feeding problems and prematurity would have a significant influence on the family of a child after surgical repair of EA. The study sample consisted of 73 participants who were parents of children after surgery of EA. The impact of EA on families was assessed using an Authors-Designed Questionnaire (ADQ) to collect medical and sociodemographic background data as well as standardized questionnaire: the PedsQL™ Family Impact Module (PedsQL-FIM). The presence of cardiac impairment significantly (p = 0.037) affects the functioning of the family in the emotional domain. The coexistence of skeletal impairment seems to have the greatest impact on the functioning of the family, three statistically significant correlations have been demonstrated: (p = 0.021) - in the social domain, (p = 0.009) - in the cognitive domain and (p = 0.023) - in the domain of communication. The families of patients with tracheoesophageal fistula (TEF) had the statistically lower (p < 0.05) score of functioning in the emotional domain than those with children without TEF. Feeding problems and the presence of associated anomalies significantly affect the functioning of the family of the child with EA.